
 

Minutes of the Tower Hamlets Training Employment & Enterprise Forum 
12 January 2016, 10am-12 noon at Stifford Centre. 

 
Abdi Hassan Ocean Somali Community Organisation 

Abdullah Hossain Swan Housing Association  

Azad Hussain Ocean Somali Community Organisation 

Carla Mitchell Four Corners Film 

Geoffrey Juden The Friends Group 

Glenys Ruan Futureversity 

Graham Smithers Tower Project - Job, Enterprise and Training Services 
Helen Sanson Tower Hamlets Education Business Partnership 

Janice Norris City Lit 

Karen Ferguson London Councils 

Lara Rufus Bromley by Bow Centre 

Mohamed Mire Care Solution Bureau 

Ms Jan Bros J-go Training 

Mustafa Ibrahim Tower Hamlets Somali Organisation Network 

Nasim Ahmed London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

Rosanna Wakefield Princes Trust 

Salem Abdelkader Queen Victoria Seamen's Rest 
Salman Alam Stifford Centre 

Taiwo Olusanjo Bromley by Bow Centre 

Zakir Hossain Parvaj APASEN 

 
 

Apologies 
Kirsty Cornell 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held 28 October 2015 were approved as an accurate 
record with no matters arising. 
 
Election 
Gregory was elected as the Forum chairperson.   
 
Community Grants 
London Councils have accessed new funding from the European Union to repeat the 
programme and it was understood that LBTH will be providing match funding to 
facilitate provision in Tower Hamlets.  Karen advised that the new programme should 
be launched in March 2016.  The grants are focussed on smaller organisations with 
an annual turnover below £150k.  
 
Councillor JOSHUA PECK 
Joshua’s brief concerns jobs and skills which he has undertaken since July 2015. 
 

a. Better business support 
Tower Hamlets has many successful businesses, however, they could potentially 
benefit from provision of additional advice and support for which LBTH has accessed 
funds from the GLA. 
 
 



 

b. Creating the right conditions for growth 
LBTH are inviting developers to establish commercial premises on very large sites.  
The goal is to enhance the provision of business premises and thereby improve the 
economy and provision of local jobs. 
 

c. Support for Business Clusters 
For example, science in Whitechapel, art in Stepney, technology in Canary Wharf 
and fashion in Poplar. One goal is to enable local youth unemployed people to 
access work within these clusters.   
  

d. Securing jobs from Section 106.  
 
Questions:  
Would LBTH publish a Businesses Directory to enhance trade? 
The directory is a good idea but is not a priority due to funding restrictions. 
 
Feedback sought on use and impact of ERDF funding for business support? 
Joshua will investigate and provide a response.  
 

Joshua Peck welcomed contact from the Forum members 
Joshua.Peck@towerhamlets.gov.uk 

 

 

Raising Aspirations 

Pilot programme in East India and Lansbury which worked with long term 
unemployed to establish what the key barriers were to employment and then to 
identify solutions.  
 

Apprenticeships 

Now managed by the LBTH Economic Development Team and Tower Hamlets 
College (which is merging with Hackney and Redbridge). 
 

Town centres and markets 

A LBTH strategy is being developed to support and develop town centres and 
markets to become a great place to work and employing local people. 
 
Nasim to provide Joshua with information on the successful neighbourhood fund. 
 

Skills Funding Agency 

ESF youth programme bids invited with a deadline of 5 February 2016. 
 THCVS to put information on their website. 
 Create a partnerships spreadsheet contact list.  
 Meeting at the Brady Centre following the LBTH voluntary sector strategy 

meeting next week for members of this forum to meet and discuss 
partnerships for the ESF bid.  
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